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International Symposium 

“Cultural Tourism – Economic Benefit or Loss of Identity?”

28 - 29 September 2006

Dubrovnik Declaration

We, the members of the Culture and Education Committee of the Council of Europe Congress of Local and Regional Authorities and the European Association of Historic Towns and Regions, represented by 120 delegates from 20 European states, meeting in the City of Dubrovnik on the occasion of the International Symposium on “Cultural Heritage – economic benefit or loss of Identity?”, 

Having regard for Resolution 185 (2004) of the Congress on the promotion of cultural tourism as a factor of development of the regions;

Having regard for the United Nations World Tourism Organisation Global Code of Ethics for Tourism;

Having regard for the ICOMOS International Cultural Tourism Charter;

Recognising the role that the Cultural Routes, initiated by the Council of Europe and now coordinated by the European Institute for Cultural Routes, can provide in connecting people and places, contributing to more interactive cultural tourism;

Welcoming the innovative work being undertaken in this respect by the European Union funded projects EPOCH, INHERIT and PICTURE;

Convinced that cultural tourism has a major role to play in preserving and realising the value of our cultural heritage, which includes not only the physical heritage and landscape, but also the intangible heritage such as languages and religious and culinary traditions;

Convinced that cultural tourism is a determining factor for cultural exchange, for getting to know the other, and for cultural diversity to flourish;

Recognising therefore its contribution to the peaceful affirmation of our different identities;

Recommend that:

An integrated and coordinated approach be adopted at all levels - international, national, regional and local - involving all stakeholders and the local community. Encourage in this respect the development of public-private partnerships to realise the economic potential of cultural resources;

A participative approach be developed whereby local people are actively involved in cultural tourism decision-making, recognising that the unique qualities of historic environments have an importance to local communities over and above their value as tourist destinations; 

A respectful approach be pursued, valuing diversity and emphasizing the importance of understanding places in their context, with due regard for local identity, distinctiveness and sense of place, as opposed to focusing on a small number of tourist icons;

A sustainable approach be implemented. Local strategies and actions be developed to avoid threats to local identity and to effectively manage and control tourist capacity;

We are convinced that only a cultural tourism that is based on such an integrated, participative and respectful approach will be able to meet the requirements of a truly sustainable tourism, to preserve our cultures and our built heritage, to provide an effective antidote to the mass tourism that is currently endangering some of our most valuable historic sites.

We undertake to:

Promote sustainable cultural tourism as a crucial part of territorial economic development, to include the development of cultural tourism guidelines for local and regional authorities;

Promote the use by local and regional authorities of tools and methodologies developed to assess the social and economic impact of tourism;

Develop a shared work programme in order to improve the synergies between us in the field of cultural heritage;

Promote cooperation between different organisations in Europe concerned with the protection, enhancement and promotion of the heritage and sustainable cultural tourism;
Continue to use our experience in this field to involve more closely in its work the historic communities of East and South-East Europe;

Continue to work together to use the potential of cultural heritage for better understanding and peaceful cooperation in our member states.

This declaration will be transmitted to the Bureau of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities.
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